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In August 2013, the promise 
of growing meat without farming got 
materialized. Dutch scientist Mark Post 
launched his Cultured Beef burger in an 
international press event, announcing 
the fruit of a long-term research 
that, according the media release, 
in future could offer an ethical and 
environmentally sustainable alternative 
for traditional meat production.

In May 2014 an interdisciplinary 
group of university students followed 
carefully an Australian artist, Oron 
Catts explaining about technical, 
philosophical and ethical concerns 
related with growing meat-kind of 
products using living cells and tissues. 
Workshop around in-vitro meat 
was organized at Biofilia -Base for 
Biological Arts at Aalto University in 
Espoo, in the framework of a Dinner´s 
ready course. The course mixed 
disciplines such as future studies, 
social sciences, tissue engineering, 
gastronomy, arts, design and activism in 
order to talk about aesthetics, ethics and 
politics behind acquiring, preparing and 
eating food.

In the laboratory, in front of 
the students, a small round piece was 
floating in a pinkish liquid, inside of 
a bioreactor. It was a biodegradable 
polymer structure covered by living 
and multiplying mouse muscle cells. 
The constant circular movement of the 
bioreactor was meant to allow the best 
possible 3-dimensional cell growth at 
a stable laboratory environment. The 
cells grow if they are given nutrients, 
ideal temperature and humidity, and 
if infections are kept away. In Biofilia 
each student group were working on 
their own, tiny ”steak” for educational 
purposes, meanwhile the future plan 
of Dr. Post and his research group is to 
establish factories that would produce 
cheap meat for the consumption of the 
masses. 

According to the Mark Post 
marketing machinery only the cost 
of the artificially grown meat product 
remains as an obstacle for the mass 
production. Through their art, Oron 
Catts and Ionat Zurr communicate the 
victimless utopia behind the lab meat 
hype. However, the laboratory meat 
production has not yet been set free of 
ethical issues. To be able to grow, the 



47

”steak” needs to be fed. Currently, an 
essential part of the diet of the cells is 
a serum, FBS (Fetal Bovine Serum), 
originated from unborn calves. The 
science has been unable to substitute 
this complex substance with a non-
animal product. A piece of meat fed 

by blood serum is far from victimless, 
and this secret ingredient has no 
replacement so far.


